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The Categories
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IUCN has a definition and six categories of protected 
areas, defined by their management objective

VIManaged mainly for the sustainable use of natural resources

VManaged mainly for landscape/seascape conservation or recreation

IVManaged mainly for conservation through management intervention

IIIManaged mainly for conservation of specific natural features

IIManaged mainly for ecosystem protection and recreation

IbManaged mainly for wilderness protection

IaManaged mainly for science

• An area of land and/or sea especially dedicated to the protection 
and maintenance of biological diversity, and of natural and 
associated cultural resources, and managed through legal or other 
effective means 
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Namib Desert National Park: Namibia



WCPA Barcelona  – October 2006

In fact, the 
categories have 
now often also 
become 
PRESCRIPTIVE
in that they are 
being used to 
draw up laws, 
controls, 
regulations and 
to determine 
management –
e.g. the 
recommendation 
that mining be 
banned in 
Category I-IV 
protected areas

France


