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Protecting European Biodiversity

• ’000s designated areas in Europe

• Natura 2000 alone covers 18% of the EU 

surface

• Protected areas maintain important ecosystem 

services and are significal cultural icons.

• Essential as core areas for wider landscape

• Facing increasing pressure from development 

and climate change
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Key activities for WCPA in Europe

• Natura 2000: finalization of the site designation process, management 
and monitoring mechanisms, financing and negotiation with 
stakeholders.

• Establishment and management of marine protected areas (esp. the 
Mediterranean)

• Defining objectives and setting standards for protected areas through 
the use of the IUCN Protected Areas category system.

• Guidance on connecting protected areas and linking them to their 
surrounding landscapes.

• Training for protected areas staff

• Transboundary cooperation between protected areas.
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European Programme

• European themes follow the global WCPA 

programme.

• 16 specific actions grouped under 4 themes:

– Conserving biodiversity and landscape diversity

– Management effectiveness

– Developing capacity for protected areas

– Improving governance, equity and livelihoods.
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Specific Activities

Conserving biodiversity and landscape diversity

1. Support implementation of Important Plant Areas in Europe

2. Support identification and implementation of Marine Protected 

Areas in the Mediterranean

3. Provide guidance on MPAs beyond territorial waters

4. summarise and disseminate best practice concerning bio-

regional approaches, corridors and networks in Europe.
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Specific Activities

Management Effectiveness

1. Elaborate IUCN Guidelines on Management Categories for 
Protected Areas, with particular attention to issues relevant to
Europe.

2. Raise awareness of the value and utility of the IUCN Category 
system to governments, state agencies and to the European 
Commission

3. Pilot test and disseminate a Protocol for the verification and 
certification of protected areas systems in relation to the IUCN
Guidelines on Protected Areas Management Categories.

4. Produce series of best practice guides on key conservation and 
management issues.
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Specific Activities

Developing Capacity

1. Develop a training needs assessment and implement a strategy for

training of PA administrators and stakeholders in Europe.

2. Integrate WCPA into the UN Decade for Education on Sustainable 

Development

3. Develop programmes of education and training for Protected Area 

administrators and stakeholders

4. Raise awareness of the value and benefits of protected areas to 

sustainable development

5. Demonstrate the need for and benefits from the proper financing of 

protected areas.

6. Develop an advisory group to assist PA managers in the 

implementation of Natura 2000.
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Specific Activities

Improving governance, equity and livelihoods

1. identify and promote best practice in transboundary protected 

areas in Europe.

2. Develop recommendations concerning the building of synergies 

between protected areas and the culturally and spiritually 

important protected sites in Europe.
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Implementing the Programme

• Successfully meeting these targets requires working with 

key institutions and partners, e.g.

• EU institutions, UNEP, UNESCO, CoE, Conventions

• WWF, Birdlife International, PANParks, EHF, IUCN 
programmes and Commissions etc.

• Innovative approaches to funding

• Above all, participation from members.
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Programme translated into Spanish

Want to translate it into German, 
French, Italian, Serbo/Croatian


