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The Fundacién Naturaleza y Hombre
(“The Nature and Man Foundation”) was
founded in 1994 meet the needs of one
of the major problems of the 21st
century: the degradation of the
environment and nature.

Since its creation, the search for the
conservation of natural and




Carry out
Scientific
research

Foundational Objectives

Conserve

heritage
and traditional

practices

Restore
ecosystems
and recuperate
threatened
species

Establish
protected areas

Promote
environmental
education

@ Creacién de la Estacion Biologica del Monte Mediter  raneo

FUNDACION
NATURALEZA Y HOMBRE

Encourage the
public to
get involved
with improving
the environment




Iberian woodland
ecosystem .

Mediterranean ecosystems, on
both sides of the Spain- Portu aI
frontier, passing through
extreme southwest of Zamora
and northwest of Céaceres, and
across northern Salamanca

Natural sanctuary measuring
400,000 ha.
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In this 400,000 ha, the various governing bodies (national to local
governments) responsible for nature conservation have declared
28 protected areas...

A total of 47,300 ha

Two “natural” areas...

The Sierra de Malcasa
Natural Reserve (15,000 ha)

The Batuecas-Sierra de Francia Natural
Park (32,000 ha)
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Twelve Special Protection Areas for Birds (SPAS)...

Campo de Argarian (17.304 ha)
Campo de Azaba (36.496 ha)
Riberas de los rios Huebra y Yeltes (519 ha)
Quilamas (10.263 ha)

Las Batuecas-Sierra de Francia (30.183 ha)
Ribera del Rio Alagén (2.147 ha)

Las Hurdes (26.982 ha)
Sierra de Gata y Valle de las Pilas (18.522 ha)
Embalse de Borbolén (946,42 ha)
Embalse de Gabriel y Galan (8.401,68 ha)

Sierra de Malcata (15.000 ha)
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Fourteen Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)

Occupying almost 120,000 ha

El Rebollar (49.850 ha)
Riberas del Rio Alagon (1.721,49 ha)
Candelario (8.193,06 ha)

Sierra del Risco Viejo (13.830 ha)
Granadilla (24.429,53 ha)
Rio Erjas (1.143,43 ha)

Minas de la Aurora (4,88 ha)
Riberas de Gata y Acebo (1.088,84 ha)
Arroyos de Patana y Regueros (951,18 ha)
Laguna temporal de Valdehornos (12,83 ha)
Rios Arrago y Tralgas (761,17 ha)

Rio Esperaban (346,09 ha)

Rios Alagon y Jerte (2.593,08 ha)

Malcata (15.000 ha)
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Mosaic Vegetation

Mediterranean Mountain

Semi-open woodland with sparse
tree cover, featuring sclerophic
oaks such as the Holm oak
(Quercus ilex sp ballota) or the
cork oak (Quercus suber). Or
either semi-evergreen species
such as the Portuguese oak
(Quercus faginea) or the
Pyrenean oak (Quercus
pyrenaica) that are distributed
throughout the territory

depending on bioclimatic
conditions
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Riverine and pond ecosystems

On the banks of the streams and
ponds in these mountains, ash
(Fraxinus angustifolia) and willow
(Salix salvifolia, Salix atrocinerea
and Salix neotricha) are common.
In  more continental zones,
chestnut woodlands (Castanea
sativa) occupy large areas.
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Mediterranean thicket

The thicket plays a key role in the
equilibrium of the ecosystem. It is
dominated by formations of the gum
rockrose (Cistus ladanifer), brooms
(Cytisus multiflorus and Cytisus
scoparius). Also present is French
lavender (Lavandula stoechas) that
attracts a large variety of insects
during its flowing period. These, in
turn, are the dietary base of various
species of fauna.
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A refuge for species catalogued as “vulnerable”,
“threatened” or “in danger of extinction”.

The Spanish imperial eagle is a
species registered as “in danger”
within Spain.

In the area [of activities, it's ofter
possible tg observe exampleg
passing through.
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The Iberian lynx is a threatened
species within Spain and virtually
extinct in Portugal. The lynx is
strictly protected in Europe,
catalogued as “in critical danger”
by the IUCN, and considered as
the most threatened feline species
in the world.

Recent studies in the area of
activities have noted a presence in
the zone.
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A refuge for species catalogued as “vulnerable”,
“threatened” or “in danger of extinction”.

The black wvulture (Aegypius monachus) is considered as “close to

vulnerability” according to theTheRﬁgck E{f’ﬁ*k (&ficonﬁﬁenigMCi%l‘

In the area of activities, 234 birds havc%glgau d aseg;ﬁg o g‘}{ Sr%alh'(ie
Gata to Las Quilamas, Malcata, M "@ﬂi‘"ﬁ'i %}ﬂg%% gl. ﬂ\érr%b'@nd

Tajo Internacional.

In the area of activities, 85 birds
have been observed within various
protected areas, including Los
Arribes del Duero, Campo de
Azaba, Las Quilamas, Sierra de
Gata, and in the south of the zone,
from Tajo Internacional to
Monfrague
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Diversity of habitats protected by Directive 92/43

Cork oak (Quercus suber) Riverine woodland ( Salix alba  Ho|m oak (Quercus ilex)
woodland and Populus nigra ) woodland

Endemic oromediterranean
heathers and gorse

@ Establishing the Mediterranean Mountain Biological Stati on

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



The dehesa system

The dehesa is a natural system created by man, an example of
traditional uses and sustainability in harmony with nature

The woodland increases diversity of the herbaceous strata, by:

—Decreasing insolation received by the ground,;

—Controlling erosion and desertification
—Increasing organic matter
—Increasing the soil humidity
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For the manager, this model of sustainable use contributes
multiple benefits:

— Timber

— Cork

— Honey

— Mycological uses
— Livestock;

» Pastures for the sheep, cattle and Iberian pig.
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Immediate problems:

e Overexploitation;

* Poaching;

* Habitat fragmentation;

» Lack of carrion;

* Oak decline (“seca”) in Holm oak.

* Undervaluing of landscape principals.
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Overexploitation

* Increase in tree-felling for charcoal and firewood.

e Cutting of principal branches to allow mechanical farming.
* Intensification of agricultural production under the trees.

* Elevated livestock density levels.

e Lack of regeneration/replanting of felled trees.
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Poaching

Poaching, together with human disturbance, is negatively affecting the
most representative species and those in most danger, such as the black

stork (Ciconia nigra) or the |berian lynx (Lynx pardina).

There is evidence of animals killed by poisoning, nest plundering for
trafficking and eggs, traps, etc.

@ Establishing the Mediterranean Mountain Biological Stati on

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



Habitat fragmentation

» Electricity cables and wind farms
e Communication infrastructures
e Construction of reservoirs

* Grouping of land parcels
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Lack of carrion

e Caused by legislation brought in as a
response to the mad cow disease
crisis.

 Believed to be a negative influence
on the reproductive rates of carrion
species like the black wvulture
(Aegypius monachus) or griffon
vulture (Gyps fulvus).
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Drying out of woodlands

Affects Mediterranean mountain species
such as the Holm oak (Quercus ilex),
gall oak (Quercus faginea), and the cork

oak (Quercus suber);

e Causes the gradual death of the tree,
starting with the drying of leaves .

e Causes by a variety of factors :
* Old age or weakness of the tree;
* Drought;
* Poor woodland management

(pruning, etc.);

» Disease (fungi such as Phytphora
cinnamomi or Hypoxylon
mediterraneum).
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Long-term threats

* Depopulation of rural areas
* Forest fires
e Scarcity of tropic resources

e Introduction of invasive species
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Depopulation

* Abandoning of the traditional landscape management, which favours the

regret of undergrowth and thicket, causing the disappearance of the
dehesa and species associated with it.

* Introduction of fast-growth forestry species.

* Amplification of cultivated areas
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Forest fires

 Thousands of hectares of Mediterranean mountain are burnt each year.
* 95 % of fires are intentional.

 The main causes are :
— Increase pastures
— Anticipate tree felling in timber plantations
— Inadequate recreational use of the countryside (barbecues)
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Scarcity of trophic resources: reduction of rabbit
populations (Oryctolagus cuniculus)
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Caused by mixamitosis
and viral
haemorrhaging
pneumonia- both
produce tumours in the
mucus tissue

Cause blindness and
eventual death of the
rabbit.

The population
decrease of the rabbit
negatively impacts on
the population of its
predators



Biological Station of the Mediterranean Woodlands

Tool necessary for the preservation of natural
heritage.
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Biological Station of the Mediterranean Woodlands

e Dedicated to the monitoring of the transfrontier territory
e Research area

e Volunteering network

e Environmental education area
e Information interchange

» Scientific publications

> |Biological Station of the Mediterranean Woodlands

Activities ——

» | Activities within the transfrontier region
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The Fundacion Naturaleza y Hombre carries out a large
variety of activities in the area.
» Creation of a reserve through the program “Areas for Life”. Riscos de

Agueda and its surroundings, with hunting reserves and local
organisations.
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« Activities to revive the rabbit population (Oryctolagus cuniculus)
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« Management agreements with conventions with authorities and
landowners of natural areas: e.g. Dehesa Boyal de Espeja
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e Environmental education and awareness activities.
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Biological Station of the Mediterranean Woodlands

* Acquisition and environmental restoration of a Mediterranean woodland
area in the central zone of the region

Acquisition of an estate of
200-400 ha: pilot reserve

A large variety of habitats
managed with conservationist
and environmental research
aims
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Biological Station of the Mediterranean Woodlands

* Design and execution of the facilities of the Biological Station of the
Mediterranean Woodlands.

M lic
ar Laboratory Se
fal  Nature classroom

e Library
/ Al Management offices |
inl|  Conference room n,
vq Lodgings (hostel ) g
c
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Activities within the transfrontier space

* Program of activities

— Improvement of the potential habitat of the threatened wild species
(lynx, black vulture, Spanish imperial eagle, black stork and rabbit)

— Restoration of habitats protected under the Habitats Directive
— Forest repopulation of eroded areas or areas at risk .
— Restoration of rural housing, barns and bee hives .

— Organisation of short courses, seminaries and work camps (national
and international)
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Transfrontier space activities

Program of activities

Rulral tourism, conscious and respectful of the environment and rural
culture.

Research (faunal studies, ornithological censuses, monitoring of protected
species, analysis of invasive species, ...).

Environmental education (publications, articles, didactic activities,
publication of scientific media about the reserve, ...).

Creation of an annual Spanish-Portuguese Forum on Natural Protected
Areas.

National and international collaboration (creation of a volunteer network,
collaboration with international organisations, government entities,
universities and other organisations.
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Thank you for your attention.







































