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Introduction to EUIntroduction to EU--Funding possibilitiesFunding possibilities
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Introduction: overviewIntroduction: overview
•• short overview of financing possibilities
• funding nature under different programmes 
• Integration of environment in EU’ sectorial policies
• programming period 2007 – 2013
• Funding opportunities differ as to:

who: beneficiaries (local auth., NGO, private, ….)
where: Natura 2000 areas, other areas, …
what: measures
how: application – approval – follow-up
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Introduction: operation of fundsIntroduction: operation of funds
Many Funds (LIFE+, Agriculture, Fisheries, Regional Many Funds (LIFE+, Agriculture, Fisheries, Regional 
Development) follow programming approachDevelopment) follow programming approach

• ‘strategic programmes/plans’
• ‘operational’ national or regional programmes
• Member states identify the most important issues and

prioritise the funds (sometimes very detailed).

• involved ministries: Finance, Agriculture, Environment
• Possibility to influence programmes?
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Introduction: key informationIntroduction: key information

• Commission websites

• DG ENV / WWF /IEEP: Financing Natura 2000

• IUCN: Summary of most relevant funding opportunities
for IUCN members
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LIFE +LIFE +
•• EU’s only instrument that is specific for environment
• The EU-s 6th Environmental Action Programme
• 2006 – 2013: budget: 239 M €
• Commission prepares Multi-Annual Programme
• Member States prepare Annual Working Programmes
• LIFE + has two parts: delegated & centralised part
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LIFE +LIFE +
Delegated part (80 % of budget)
• MS receive part according to population density & N2K
• Three components:

Nature and Biodiversity 
40% or ca 76.6 M€/year ( = LIFE-Nature)

Environment Policy and Governance
Information and Communication

Centralised part (20 % of the budget)
• will be governed by the European Commission 
• possibly used for: 

European Environment Agency
DG Env Natura 2000 communication, .)
ca 19.9 M€/yr 

See next slide EP decision of 24 October 2006
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EP meeting Strasbourg, 24 October 2006

Following today's adoption of the report on LIFE+, the 
financing instrument for EU's environmental policy , by an 
overwhelming majority of the European Parliament, 
rapporteur and Green MEP Marie Anne Isler Béguin said:

"The European Parliament has rejected a proposal by the 
Council to give Member States a blank cheque for 
environmental spending. Council had proposed 
delegating at least 80% of the environmental budget to 
national and sub-national level, which would have 
negated the European value of LIFE+ programmes. With 
environmental amounting to less than 1% of overall EU 
spending already, transferring the lion's share of this to 
Member States would be absurd.

"The Parliament has today called for a coherent 
approach to environmental spending to equip the EU 
with the means to achieve its goals for protecting the 
environment and biodiversity and combating climate 
change. From this basis, the Parliament is willing to work 
with the other institutions for a quick agreement of the 
regulation in conciliation. This will ensure the 
programme can start as soon as possible.“
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Agriculture: EAFRDAgriculture: EAFRD
European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development 
22ndnd pillar of CAPpillar of CAP

• Regulation adopted in Oct 2005
• Community Strategic Guidelines of February 2006

Objectives: to improve 
• competitiveness agriculture & forestry
• environment & countryside (land management) 25%
• quality of life in rural areas-diversification eco. Activ.
• LEADER: public-private partnerships - networking

Regulation describes “Natura 2000 and biodiversity as key 
issues to be addressed in the Rural Development 
programmes “
Total budget was reduced from 795 to 866 b€
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Agriculture: EAFRDAgriculture: EAFRD
Member States and regional authorities prepare 

• NSP (National Strategy Plans)
• RDP (Rural Development Programmes)

Possibilities for funding biodiversity / Natura 2000

• management agreements (agriculture / forestry)
• compensating cost lost incurred income site protection.
• on-farm investments 
• management plan preparations
• public awareness raising

The World Conservation Union
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Fisheries: EFFFisheries: EFF
European Fisheries Fund European Fisheries Fund 

• Regulation adopted in June 2006

Objectives: to support 
• Common Fisheries Policy
• environment & natural resources related to the sector
• technical assistance to Member states to facilitate aid

Member States can define priorities
Opportunities for “Natura 2000? Appears in a few 
articles….

Total budget 3.8 b€ for 2007-2013
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Regional DevelopmentRegional Development
““Partnership for CohesionPartnership for Cohesion””

3 Funds3 Funds
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
European Social Fund (ESF)European Social Fund (ESF)

European Cohesion Fund (ECF)European Cohesion Fund (ECF)
European Grouping Territorial CoEuropean Grouping Territorial Co--operation operation 

Regulations approved in July 2007 - Budget 308 b€ (2007-2013)

The Regulations describe which measures are eligible under 
each of the three objectives.

81.5% Convergence (ERDF, ESF, ECF)
15.9% Regional Competitiveness & Employment (ERDF, ESS)
2.5% Territorial Co-operation (ERDF) (“Interreg”)

« structural funds »

The World Conservation Union
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Regional DevelopmentRegional Development
““Partnership for CohesionPartnership for Cohesion””

Commission prepares “Community Strategic Guidelines”
(Cohesion guidelines recently approved)

Member States prepare at this moment
National Strategic Reference Frameworks
Operational Programmes

Opportunities for biodiversity:  
• information society
• promotion nature and biodiversity
• education investments
• infrastructures nature/economic development
• cross-border cooperation
• tourism sector…

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/2007/index_en.htm
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ResearchResearch
7th Framework Programme 7th Framework Programme ““Building a European Research Building a European Research 
Area of Knowledge for GrowthArea of Knowledge for Growth””
(EC proposal of June 2006)(EC proposal of June 2006)

Organised in 4 specific programmes
• Co-operation (public/private – transboundary, ..)

climate change and ocean system changes
tools and technologies: monitoring – prevention, ..  
conservation of natural &man-made environment

• Ideas: investigator driven research (Eur. Res. Council)
• People: mobility of researchers 
• Capacity building for science community (support and

increase research infrastructures)

Look at CORDIS website
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/home_en.html http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/

The World Conservation Union

Development CooperationDevelopment Cooperation
““Achieve Millennium Development Goal and reduce povertyAchieve Millennium Development Goal and reduce poverty””

Organisational arrangements of EC

DG RELEX:  - formulates external relations policy
- maintains relations most non-EU members

international organisations (UN, NATO, …) 

DG DEV:     - development policies 
- maintains relations with ACP & OCT
- monitors budget lines (e.g. envir/trop. for.) 

AIDCO:       - implementation of the funding programmes
- all phases of the project cycle
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http://ec.europa.eu/comm/development http://europa.eu.int/europeaid
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Development CooperationDevelopment Cooperation
““Achieve Millennium Development Goal and reduce povertyAchieve Millennium Development Goal and reduce poverty””

The recent aid reform The recent aid reform –– new instrumentsnew instruments
Horizontal instruments

Stability
Humanitarian Aid
Micro-financial assistance

Policy related with specific geographic scope
IPA and ENPI

Development Cooperation and Economic cooperation

Policy documentsPolicy documents: Millennium Development Goals, 
Consensus on Development, Strategies for Africa and 
Pacific, …
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External relations: IPAExternal relations: IPA
““PrePre--Accession AssistanceAccession Assistance””

•• Replaces PHARE, ISPA, SAPARD, Turkish pre-accession 
instrument, …

Eligible countries
• A. candidate status: Croatia, FYRM, Turkey, and 
• B. potential candidate status (Albania, Bosnia,

Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro (incl. Kosovo)

• Capacity building (A & B)
• Regional & cross-border cooperation (A & B)
• Regional Development (A)
• Humane Resources Development (A)
• Rural Development (A)

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/financial_assistance/ipa.index_en.htm
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External relations: ENPIExternal relations: ENPI
““European Neighbourhood and Partnership InstrumentEuropean Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument””

• improve and deepen relation with neighbouring 
countries:

• Mediterranean countries, 
• Arenia, Azerbajjian, Moldava, Ukraine, ….
• Based upon mutually agreed ENP Action Plans 
• one of the priority areas is environmental protection and 

good management of natural resources
• aims to support cross-border cooperation to promote

sustainable economic, social and environmental 
development

http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/index_en.htm

The World Conservation Union
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ConclusionConclusion

Most important programmes for biodiversityMost important programmes for biodiversity
LIFE+LIFE+
Rural Development Programmes under the EAFRDRural Development Programmes under the EAFRD
InterregInterreg ‘‘IVIV’’ A and B under the ERDFA and B under the ERDF

Be proBe pro--active: get biodiversity active: get biodiversity –– NaturaNatura 2000 into 2000 into 
programmesprogrammes

Contact your EU, national, regional authoritiesContact your EU, national, regional authorities


